Rural Municipality of Lipton, No. 217

Regular Meeting Minutes
August 19, 2025

The Regular Meeting of the Council of the Rural Municipality of Lipton No. 217 was held at the
Municipal Office located at 226 Main Street, Lipton on August 19th, 2025 commencing at 8:02 a.m.

Present: Reeve:

Garnet Harman
Councillors:

Division 1: Bill Huber (Via Zoom)
Division 3: Barry Senft (Via Zoom)
Division 4: Christopher Catto
Division 5: Twila Miller
Division 6: Tomas Arthur

Administrator:
Ronda Heisler
Absent: Division 2: Darwin Huber

Call To Order

Reeve Harman called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m.

Conflict of Interest Declarations

Councillor Miller declared a conflict of interest for cheque number 5686 within list of
accounts for approval for payment of clay removal and crop damage for the
Strasbourg Grid Project.

Approval/Additions/Deletions To the Agenda
2025/204 Moved By: Councillor Christopher Catto
THAT the agenda be adopted as presented.
CARRIED

Within Foreman Report - Remind Councillor of Communications Policy
2025/205 Moved By: Councillor Twila Miller

THAT a letter be sent to Councillor Darwin Huber to remind him that the
communication policy has not changed and to remind him it is to be followed at all
times.

CARRIED

Foreman Report
2025/206 Moved By: Councillor Twila Miller

THAT Council accepts the Foreman's report as presented.
CARRIED
Council Reports
2025/207 Moved By: Councillor Twila Miller
THAT the verbal Council reports be accepted.
CARRIED
Councillor Senft left the meeting via zoom at 8:40 a.m.

Administration Report
2025/208 Moved By: Councillor Tomas Arthur

THAT Council accepts the Administrator report as presented.
CARRIED
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2025/209

2025/210

2025/211

2025/212

2025/213

2025/214

2025/215

2025/216

July 15, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes
Moved By: Councillor Twila Miller

THAT the July 15th, 2025 Regular Council Meeting minutes be approved as presented.

CARRIED
July 15, 2025 Public Hearing Minutes
Moved By: Councillor Christopher Catto
THAT the July 15th, 2025 public hearing minutes be approved as presented.

CARRIED

August 11, 2025 Special Meeting Minutes
Moved By: Councillor Twila Miller

THAT the August 11th, 2025 Special Council Meeting minutes be approved as
presented.

CARRIED

Statement of Financial Activities
Moved By: Councillor Twila Miller

THAT the Statement of Financial Activities for the month of July 2025 be accepted as
presented.

CARRIED

Bank Reconciliations and Mastercard
Moved By: Councillor Christopher Catto

THAT the RCU and RBC Bank Reconciliations and Collabria Mastercard statement for
the month of July 2025 be accepted as presented.

CARRIED

Release Holdback to C. Duncan
Moved By: Councillor Christopher Catto

THAT Council approves of releasing the holdback payment for the Strasbourg road
work project to C. Duncan Construction in the amount of 57,551.49

CARRIED
Councillor Miller declared a conflict of interest regarding payment made to her

company for clay and crop loss for the Strasbourg Grid project and left the meeting
at 9:22 a.m.

List of Accounts for Approval
Moved By: Councillor Tomas Arthur

THAT Council approves the List of Accounts for Approval as presented including
Cheque No. 5665 to 5696, other online payments 2025-0125 to 2025-0149 totaling
$498,723.84 and Mastercard 2025-0018 totaling $155.40. This report shall be
attached hereto and form part of these minutes.

CARRIED
Councillor Miller re-entered the meeting at 9:27 a.m.
Councillor Bill Huber entered the meeting at 9:28 a.m. via zoom

Council Appointments for the Year 2025
Moved By: Councillor Tomas Arthur

THAT Council table agenda item 13.1 until more council members are present later in
the meeting.

CARRIED
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2025/217

2025/218

2025/219

2025/220

2025/221

2025/222

2025/223

2025/224

2025/225

Returning Officer's Declaration of Results
Moved By: Councillor Tomas Arthur

THAT Council accepts the Returning Officer's declaration of results for Division 3 for
the July 23rd, 2025 by election and will form part of these minutes.

CARRIED

Ratify Extension of Temporary Grader Operator Position and Rental of Grader
Moved By: Councillor Tomas Arthur

THAT due to the training of the new grader operator council ratifies the extension of
the temporary grader operators term position another 2 weeks. Furthermore, Council
ratifies the rental of a 2022 CAT grader from the R.M. of Cupar at a cost of $60.00 per
hour for the same term as the temporary operator.

CARRIED

Village of Lipton Request for Lagoon Access and Dumping Agreement
Moved By: Councillor Tomas Arthur

THAT Council does not have authority over the Village of Lipton's lagoon. Therefore,
will not sign an agreement with the Village for ratepayer use as it is the Village's
responsibility to authorize who can dump in their transfer station.

CARRIED

Reclaim Wagner Gravel Pit
Moved By: Councillor Twila Miller

THAT Council tables agenda item 14.5 reclaiming the Wagner gravel pit until the
Administrator gains further information as requested.

CARRIED

Bylaw 2025-04 Council Procedure Bylaw Introduction & First Reading
Moved By: Councillor Bill Huber

THAT Bylaw 2025-04 being a Bylaw to regulate the meeting procedures of Council,
Council Committees and Other Bodies be introduced and read a first time.

CARRIED
Bylaw 2025-04 Second Reading
Moved By: Councillor Christopher Catto
THAT Bylaw 2025-04 be read a second time.

CARRIED

Bylaw 2025-05 Public Notice Bylaw Introduction & First Reading
Moved By: Councillor Twila Miller

THAT Bylaw 2025-05 being a Bylaw to establish a public notice policy be introduced
and read a first time.

CARRIED
Bylaw 2025-05 Second Reading
Moved By: Councillor Bill Huber
THAT Bylaw 2025-05 be read a second time.

CARRIED

Correspondence
Moved By: Councillor Tomas Arthur

THAT the following correspondence be accepted as presented and filed:
1) Minister's Order Designation of prohibited, noxious and nuisance weeds.
2) Building & Technical Standards - Setting the standard
3) RCMP - July community policing report
4) STARS - Ally impact report
5) Ombudsman - Municipal engagement letter
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2025/226

2025/227

2025/228

6) Rate Payer Letter - Mower concerns
7) Rate Payer Letter - Mower tire and rocks in ditch
8) Rate Payer Letter - Concerns/questions

CARRIED
Councillor Senft entered the meeting at 10:21 a.m. via zoom

Council Appointments for the Year 2025
Moved By: Councillor Twila Miller

THAT due to the July 23rd by election Council approve the following changes to
appointments for the year 2025:

Finance and Budget Committee: Council as a Whole

Gravel and Roads - Tomas(Chair), Chris & Twila

Machinery - Tomas (Chair), Bill & Twila

Union and Performance Committee - Barry(Chair), Chris & Bill
Policy and Bylaw Committee - Twila (Chair), Tomas & Barry
Cupar Nursing Home Representative - Barry Senft

Fort Hospital Representative - Garnet Harman

Emergency Measures - Garnet Harman

East Central Transportation Representative - Bill Huber
Reeve is Ex-Officio on all boards and committees

CARRIED
Reeve Harman declared a conflict of interest regarding the code of ethics complaint
and left the meeting at 10:30 a.m.
Deputy Reeve Arthur assumed the chair at 10:30 a.m.

In Camera - Review Code of Ethics Confidential Investigation Report
Moved By: Councillor Bill Huber

THAT this meeting move to closed session at 10:30 a.m. as per section 120 of The
Municipalities Act and section 16(1)(b) of The Local Authority Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act to discuss the following matters:

Code of Ethics Complaint

In Attendance:

Deputy Reeve Tomas Arthur

Division 1 Councillor Bill Huber (Via zoom)
Division 3 Councillor Barry Senft (Via zoom)
Division 4 Councillor Christopher Catto
Division 5 Councillor Twila Miller
Administrator Ronda Heisler

CARRIED

Council reverted to an open meeting at 10:41 a.m,

Code of Ethics investigation Report - Accept Written Submissions Investigation
Moved By: Councillor Christopher Catto

THAT Council receive the Confidential Investigation Report dated August 12, 2025 in
relation to Complaint #1 and Complaint #2. Furthermore, that the investigator
provides a redacted copy of the Investigation Report to the Complainant and the
Respondent and invite the Complainant and Respondent to make written submissions
in response to the Investigation Report to be provided to the RM no later than
September 2nd, 2025.

CARRIED

Reeve Harman returned to the meeting and assumed the chair at 10:47 a.m.
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2025/229

2025/230

2025/231

Reeve

In Camera - Human Resources
Moved By: Councillor Twila Miller

THAT this meeting move to closed session at 12:09 p.m. as per section 120 of The
Municipalities Act and section 16(1)(b) of The Local Authority Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act to discuss the following matters:

Human Resources

In Attendance:

Reeve Garnet Harman
Division 1 Councillor Bill Huber (via zoom)
Division 3 Councillor Barry Senft (via zoom)
Division 4 Councillor Christopher Catto
Division 5 Councillor Twila Miller

Division 6 Councillor Tomas Arthur
Administrator Ronda Heisler

CARRIED
Councillor Bill Huber left the meeting via zoom at 10:58 a.m.

Council reverted to an open meeting at 12:01 p.m.

Hold a Meeting with the Operating Engineers Union
Moved By: Councillor Twila Miller

THAT Council holds a special meeting with the Foreman and the Operating Engineers
Local 870 union representative on August 20th, 2025 at 8:00 a.m. in Council
Chambers to discuss human resources.

CARRIED
Adjournment
Moved By: Councillor Barry Senft
THAT the meeting be adjourned at 12:03 p.m.

CARRIED

Administrator
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